Livingstone Fellowship Peter Hammond

ABUT WHO ARE YOU?O

ANow God worked unusual miracles by the hands

exorcists took it upon themselves to call the Name of the Lord Jesus over those who had

evil spirits, saying, 6 Wexorcise you by the Jesus whom Paul preaches.6Also there were

seven sons of Sceva, a Jewish chief priest, who did so. And the evil spirit answered and

said: desus | know, and Paul | know; but who are you?6Then the man in whom the evil

spirit was leaped on them, overpowered them and prevailed against them, so that they

fled out of that house naked and wounded. This became known both to all the Jews and

Greeks dwelling in Ephesus; and fear fell on them all, and the Name of the Lord Jesus

was magnified. And many who had believed came confessing and telling their deeds.

Also, many of those who had practiced magic brought their books together and burned

them in the sight of all. And they counted up the value of them, and it totaled fifty

thousand pieces of silver . So the Word of the Lord grew mi
Acts 19:11-20

Jesus They Know

Dealing with the devil and his disciples is s¢

know! 0 The Name of the Lord Jes kmownGhhelli Iswas thisva s ,

Jesus whom satan tried to have killed as an infant in Bethlehem (Matthew 2:18-18). It was

Jesus whom satan personally tempted in the wilderness (Luke 4:1-13). It was Jesus Christ

whom the devil attempted to have thrown off a cliff at the beginning of his earthly ministry (Luke

4:28-30). It was satan who prompted Judas to betray Christ into the hands of the chief priests to

have Him put to death (John 13:27-30; 18:1-3).

Their Lord Jesus Christ was also well known to the demons. fAnd the unclean spirits, whenever
they saw Him, fell down before Him and cried out, saying: & ou are the Son of God!®
Mark 3:11

AAnd demons also came out o f&omaethe Christ, the Bog ofo u t
God!6 And He, rebuking them, did not allow them to speak, for they knew that He was the
Chr ilLske 4:41

It was in the Name of Jesus that demons were castout: i But Paul , greatly an
said to the spirit, ® command you in the Name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.6And he came
out that Actsi6yl8 hour . O

Paul They Know

The Name of Paul was also apparently well known among the forces of darkness. When Saul, a
prominent persecutor of the church, was converted to Christ on the road to Damascus, satan

and hiscohortsmust have taken note, particularly when
effective that he was accused of turning the world upside down (Acts 17:6).

The Apostle Paul had developed such a reputation that others were attempting to take dominion
over evil spirits by invokingit he Name of Jesus whom Paul preac

The people in Ephesus were used to employing superstitious means such as cloths from
famous people and magical names and formulas to use as incantations. However, when the
sons of Sceva attempted to use the right words and formulas they found that there is no
substitute for a real relationship with God through our Lord Jesus Christ and the power of the
Holy Spirit.



The Apostle Paul was known by the forces of darkness because:i He had onei aadisbi t i
had nothing to be jealous about, he had no reputation i and so had nothing to fight about, he

had no possessions 1 and therefore nothing to worry about. He had no rights i so therefore he

could not suffer wrong. He was already broken 7 so no one could break him. He was 0de a
no one could kill him. He was less than the least of the least T so who could humble him? He

had suffered the loss of all things i so who could defraud him? Does this throw any light on why

the demon said, dPaul | know® Over this God-i nt oxi cated man hell S L
Leonard Ravenhill, (Why Revival Tarries).

AWho are You?o

AThe demons asked the Sons of Sceva: bufiwhe sres |
y 0 u ?7The sons of Sceva did not know Jesus. They had only heard of Jesus. They soon
discovered that a second-hand relationship with Jesus is not sufficient when encountering the

forces of darkness. Merely mouthing the words: il n t he Name of Jesus, w
command you tvas motermoeigh.oMht ae you? We 6 wiexer heard of you! What

have you ever accomplished for the Kingdom of God? What damage have you ever done to the

forces of satan? You are not spiritually armed and you are not very dangerous!

The one man possessed by demons beat up the seven sons of Sceva and sent them running
for their lives.

What about you? Does the devil know your name? Are you a dangerous Christian? Are you a
man or woman of Prayer?

If you were on trial for being a Christian would there be enough evidence to convict you? Is what

the apostle John wrote applicable to you?: il wr i te to you, young men,
and the Word of God I|ives in you,1lJahm@:1l4yDoyouh a v ¢
put on the whole armour of God?

AFi nal | y, enmlye stoong in bhe Lord and in the power of His might. Put on the
whole armour of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For we
do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against
the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the
heavenly places. Therefore take up the whole armour of God, that you may be able to
withstand in the evil day, and having done all to stand. Stand therefore, having girded
your waist with truth, having put on the breastplate of righteousness, and having shod
your feet with the preparation of the Gospel of peace; above all, taking the shield of Faith
with which you will be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked one. And take the
helmet of Salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God; praying always
with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, being watchful to this end with all
perseverance and suppl i ckEphesians6:10-08r al |l t he sain

Are you strong in God? Is the Word of God strong in you? Are you overcoming the evil one? Are
you submitting to God, resisting the devil, and is the devil fleeing from you? (James 4:7).
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