
“Which He promised before through His prophets in the Holy 
Scriptures, concerning His Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who was 
born of the seed of David according to the flesh and declared to 
be the Son of God with power according to the Spirit of
Holiness, by the Resurrection from the dead.” Romans 1:2-4

CAREFUL INVESTIGATION IS ENCOURAGED
There is nothing wrong with being cautious and careful 
when it comes to eternal matters. Indeed there is much in 
the world that we should be skeptical about. We should 
not be gullible. There is far too much superstition and
ignorance in the world. We should carefully investigate 
and establish what the facts are. We need to have the 
courage to face the facts.

FAITH IN FACTS
Christianity does not require one to make a blind leap 
into the dark. False religions require blind faith.
Christianity is an intelligent step into the light, in
response to facts.

THE TESTIMONY OF THOMAS
Thomas declared: “Unless I see in His hands the print of the 
nails and put my finger into the print of the nails and put my 
hand into His side, I will not believe.” John 20:25

Yet, when Thomas was confronted with the risen Lord 
Jesus, he dedicated the rest of his life to proclaiming the 
truth of the Resurrected Messiah. Thomas died
establishing churches in India. The Bar Thomas churches 
in India remain to this day. 

THE ABSENCE OF PROPHECIES
Of the twenty-six books of the world that claim to be 
some kind of holy book, specific prophecies concerning 
the future are glaringly absent.  You will not find specific, 
predictive prophecy in the writings of Buddha, Lao-Tzu, 
Confucius or Muhammad. The reason for the lack of 
prophecies is that they require supernatural ability.

THE FULFILLMENT OF PROPHECIES
The Bible is a unique book in every way. From the Old 
Testament alone, more than two thousand specific 
prophecies have already been fulfilled. Most of the three 
hundred and thirty-three prophecies concerning the
Messiah were fulfilled in the First Coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ. Others will be fulfilled at His Second
Coming.

IDENTIFYING THE MESSIAH
Some years ago, when I was conducting outreaches in 
Hillbrow, I had a conversation with two Jewish people 
who claimed that they were waiting for the promised 
Messiah. I read to them from Isaiah 53 and Psalm 22. 
Then I asked them who they understood these passages
to be referring to. Both agreed that obviously these   
Scriptures were talking about Jesus of Nazareth.
However, one added, “But that’s from your New Testament!”

“No”, I pointed out to them. “The two passages that I read
to you are from your Bible, The Old Testament. Psalm 22 was 
written by King David a thousand years before the birth of 

Christ. Isaiah 53 was written by the prophet Isaiah some six 
hundred years before the time of Christ.” They were shocked. 
I handed them the Bible so that they could read for 
themselves and urged them to go back home and look in 
their own Scriptures to see that this was so.

There are 333 passages of the Old Testament that make 
predictions about the Messiah. 451 details are given in 
these passages. They were all fulfilled in Jesus of
Nazareth.

HOW TO IDENTIFY A FALSE PROPHET
The Law of God revealed through the prophet Moses
declared: “When a prophet speaks in the Name of the Lord if 
the thing does not happen or come to pass, that is the thing that 
the Lord has not spoken; the prophet has spoken it
presumptuously, you shall not be afraid of him.”

Deuteronomy 18:22

THE INCOMPLETE OLD TESTAMENT
The Old Testament Scriptures are the Word of God. 
However, they were definitely incomplete. The Old 
Covenant speaks of a King from the line of David, whose 
Kingdom would never end. It spoke of all the families 
of the nations of the earth being blessed by the Seed of 
Abraham. It spoke of a Prophet like Moses, arising from 
among the people, whose teaching would be
unparalleled. It spoke of a Servant of the Lord, whose 
death would atone for the sins of His people. Of One 
who would make a New Covenant between God and 
men. One who would put the Spirit of the Lord into the 
hearts of men, so that they could know God personally
and have their sins wiped out. It spoke of a Stone,
despised by the builders, which would become the chief 
Cornerstone. It spoke of One like the Son of Man who 
would receive authority, honour and royal power so that 
the people of all nations, races and languages would 
serve Him. It spoke of a Priest of the order of
Melchizedek whom the Almighty would call Lord and 
welcome to His throne. It spoke of a coming Messiah 
who would be born of the tribe of Judah, from David’s 
line, in Bethlehem. He would be despised and rejected 
by the very people He came to deliver. He would die 
among wicked men and His tomb would be supplied 
by a rich man. Yet He would live again, forever, and the 
Lord’s purpose would succeed through Him. All of this 
was fulfilled by Jesus! Not some of it. Not much of it. All 
of it! Prophecies made by many prophets over a
thousand years and more were all fulfilled in One
historical Person.

PROCLAIMING THE FUTURE IN THE PAST
“Remember the former things of old, for I am God, and there is 
no other; I am God, and there is none like Me, declaring the end 
from the beginning and from ancient times things that are not 
yet done…” Isaiah 46:9-10

“I have declared the former things from the beginning; they 
went forth from My mouth and I caused them to hear it. 
Suddenly I did them, and they came to pass, even from the 
beginning I have declared it to you; before it came to pass I have 
proclaimed it to you…” Isaiah 48:3-5

Have you surrendered your life to Him?

Are you living in obedience to Him?

Do you love Him with all of your heart, with 
all of your soul, with all of your mind, and 

with all of your strength?

Is Jesus Christ your Saviour and Lord,
or is He your Eternal Judge?

The above article has been adapted from the book
Answering Skeptics by Peter Hammond.
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After He had risen from the dead, Jesus appeared to 
some of His followers on the road to Emmaus “and
beginning at Moses and all the prophets He expounded to them 
in all the Scriptures the things concerning Himself.”
Luke 24:27

To His disciples Jesus explained: “These are the Words 
which I spoke to you while I was still with you, that all things 
must be fulfilled which were written in the Law of Moses and 
the prophets and the Psalms concerning Me.” Luke 24:44

“You search the Scriptures, for in them you think you have
eternal life; and these are they which testify of Me … if you
believed Moses, you would believe Me; for he wrote about 
Me…” John 5:39-47

Again and again in the Scriptures we read of how Jesus 
fulfilled the Old Testament prophecies. “But all this was 
done that the Scriptures of the prophets might be fulfilled.” 
Matthew 26:56

Jesus began His public ministry by reading a Messianic 
prophecy from the book of Isaiah and declaring: “Today 
this Scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.” Luke 4:21

In the book of Acts we read that the Apostles taught that 
Jesus Christ fulfilled the Messianic prophecies of the Old 
Testament. “But those things that God foretold by the mouth 
of all His prophets, that the Christ would suffer, He has thus 
fulfilled.” Acts 3:18

“To Him all the prophets witness…” Acts 10:43

FESTIVALS FULFILLED
The Levitical feasts of the Old Covenant are fulfilled 
in Christ. For example, The Passover is fulfilled in the 
death of Christ. 1 Corinthians 5:7 The feast of First 
Fruits is fulfilled in the Resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead (1 Corinthians 15:23). The feast of
Pentecost is fulfilled in the outpouring of the Holy
Spirit. (Acts 1:5; 2:4)

OLD TESTAMENT PROPHECIES
FULFILLED IN JESUS

So, what are some of the Messianic prophecies
fulfilled in the earthly ministry of Jesus of Nazareth?  

After the fall of Adam and Eve into sin, God promised a 
Redeemer, born of the seed of woman, who would suffer 
but He would defeat satan. Gen 3:15; Gal 4:4; Mat 1:21

The Messiah was to be born of a virgin.
(Isaiah 7:14; Matthew 1:23)

The Messiah shall be a descendant of Abraham.
(Gen 12:2-3; 22:18; Matt 1:1)

It is most significant that Jesus is called the Son of 
Abraham, as He was called to the altar of the Cross. He 
is also called the Son of David, because He is destined 
to the Crown and the throne. The first time He came as 
the Lamb of God, a sacrifice. God himself has provided 

the Lamb: “Behold the Lamb of God who takes away 
the sins of the world.” The second time He comes, He 
will come not as the suffering Servant, the sacrificial
Lamb, but as the Lion of the tribe of Judah, King of 
kings and Lord of lords. 

The Messiah was to be born of the line of Isaac.
(Gen 21:12; Luke 3:23, 34)

So these prophecies identify that the Messiah would 
come from the Hebrew race and of the line of Abraham 
and Isaac.

The Messiah would be a descendent from Jacob.
(Num 24:17; Luke 3:23, 34)

The Scripture prophesied that the Messiah would come 
from the tribe of Judah. (Genesis 49:10; Luke 3:23, 33)

The Messiah would come from the family of Jesse.
(Isaiah 11:1; Luke 3:23, 32)

The Messiah would come from the house of David.
(Jer 23:5; Luke 3:23, 31)

So, these prophecies tell us that the Messiah would be 
born of a virgin, from the line of Abraham, descended 
from Isaac (not Ishmael), from Jacob (not Esau), from 
the tribe of Judah (eliminating 11/12th of the tribes of 
Israel as possibilities), from the family of Jesse, and from 
the house of King David. Now the prophecies become 
even more specific as to where the Messiah will be born:

The Messiah would be born at Bethlehem.
(Micah 5:2; Matthew 2:1)

In Matthew 2:6 the scribes informed King Herod with 
great assurance that the Messiah would be born in
Bethlehem. It was only fitting that Bethlehem, meaning 
the house of bread, should be the birthplace of the One 
who is the Bread of Life.

Other Messianic prophecies included that: He shall be 
called Lord (Ps 110:1; Luke 2:11; Matt 22:43-45); and 
He shall be a Prophet (Deut. 18:18; Matt 21:11). 

It can be noted that Christ and Moses were both
delivered from a violent death in their infancy, both
exercised control over the sea, both fed multitudes of 
people miraculously, both mediated between Jehovah 
and Israel and made intercession on behalf of sinful 
people.

“For the Law was given through 
Moses, but grace and truth came 
through Jesus Christ.” John 1:17

The Messiah would also be a Priest according to the
Order of Melchizedek. (Ps 110:4; Heb 3:1; Heb 5:5-6)

The Messiah would be Judge. Isaiah 33:22;Titus 2:13-14

The Messiah will be King.
(Psalm 2:6; Jere 23:5; Zach 9:9; Rev 19:16)

The Messiah shall have a special anointing of the Holy 
Spirit. (Isaiah 11:2; Matt 3:16-17)

The Messiah shall be preceded by a messenger who 
will prepare the way in the wilderness.
(Is 40:3-5; Matt 3:1-3)

His ministry would begin in Galilee.
(Isaiah 9:1; Matthew 4:12-17)

He would work miracles.
(Isaiah 35:5-6; Matthew 9:35; Luke 7:22)

He would teach in parables. (Ps 78:2; Matt 13:34)

He would enter Jerusalem on a donkey.
(Zechariah 9:9; Luke 19:35-37)

The Messiah would enter the Temple.
(Malachi 3:1; Matthew 21:12)

He would be zealous for God’s House.
(Psalm 69:9; John 2:15; Matt 21:12-13)

The Messiah was to be a Stone of Stumbling.
(Ps 118:22; Isaiah 8:14-15; Luke 20;17-18; 1 Peter 2:7)

He would be betrayed by a friend (Ps 41:9; Matt 10:4)

He would be betrayed for 30 pieces of silver.
(Zechariah 11:12; Matt 26:15)

The money would be thrown into God’s House.
(Zech 11:13; Matt 27:5 & 7)

He would be forsaken by His disciples.
(Zech 13:7; Mark 14:15)

He would be accused by false witnesses.
(Ps 35:11; Matt 26:59-60)

He would be silent before His accusers.
(Isaiah 53:7; Matt 27:12)

He would be wounded and bruised. (Isaiah 53:5)

He would be beaten and abused. (Is 50:6; Matt 26:67)

He would be mocked. (Psalm 22:7-8; Matthew 27:29)

His hands and His feet would be pierced.
(Psalm 22:16; Luke 23:33)

He would be executed with thieves.
(Isaiah 53:12; Matthew 27:38)

He would intercede for His persecutors.
(Isaiah 53:12; Luke 23:34)

He would be rejected by His own people. (Isaiah 53:3)

His friends would stand afar off.
(Psalm 38:11; Luke 23:49)

People would shake their heads at Him.
(Psalm 109:25; Matthew 27:39)

His garment would be gambled for.
(Psalm 22:18; John 19:23-24)

Gall and vinegar would be offered to Him.
(Psalm 69:21; Matthew 27:34)

He would cry out: “My God, My God, why have You
forsaken Me?”(Ps 22:1; Matt 27:47)

He would commit His Spirit to God. (Luke 23:46)

None of His bones would be broken.
(Ps 34:20; John 19:33)

His side would be pierced. (Zech 12:10; John 19:34)

His heart would break. (Ps 22:14; John 19:34)
There would be darkness over the land.
(Amos 8:9; Matt 27:45) (Because they calculated the hours 
from sunrise to sunset this should make the sixth hour to the 
ninth hour from noon to three o clock in the afternoon.)

He would be buried in a rich man’s tomb.
(Is 53:9; Matt 27:57-60)

He would rise from the dead. (Ps 16:10; Acts 2:30-32)

He would ascend on High. (Acts 1:9)

He would be seated at the right hand of God.
(Ps 110:1; Heb1:3)

Many Gentiles, including kings, would come to His 
light. (Is 60:3; Acts 13:47-48)

These are only some of the over 300 Old Testament 
prophecies fulfilled in the life and ministry of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. The place of His birth (Micah 5:2), the 
time of His birth (Genesis 49:10; Daniel 9:25), the 
unique manner of His birth (Isaiah 7:14), the manner 
of His death (Psalm 22:16), and so much more, was 
prophesied in great detail from 500 to over 1000 years 
before His birth.

All of these prophecies were fulfilled in Jesus 
Christ and they establish a solid confirmation

of His credentials as the Messiah.

“To Him all the prophets witness…” Acts 10:43

JESUS IS THE MESSIAH
Jesus is the Seed of the woman, born of the virgin, 
Emmanuel, the Son of God, the Son of Abraham, the 
Son of David, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, Prophet, 
Priest and King, eternal Judge. He made the blind see, 
the deaf to hear, the lame to walk and the dumb to sing 
for joy. He cleansed the lepers, healed the sick and raised 
the dead. He taught in parables. At the appointed time 
He entered Jerusalem on a donkey and suddenly came 
to His Temple, cleansing it. He was a rock of offence 
and a stone of stumbling to the Jews, but He became a 
light to the Gentiles. He was betrayed by a friend, for 
30 pieces of silver, forsaken by His disciples, accused by 
false witnesses, wounded and bruised, smitten and spat 
upon, mocked and crucified. Yet He rose from the dead 
and ascended into Heaven. He is seated at the right hand 
of God the Father in Heaven and He will come again to 
Judge the living and the dead. 

He is the King of kings and the Lord of lords, the 
eternal Judge before whom each one of us will stand. 

Jesus Christ is the Messiah, the Son of the Living 
God, the fulfillment of all Old Testament prophecies.  


